FROM VALMY TO THE DANUBE
August 28th with part of the 3rd Hussars, two foot
battalions, and a sprinkling of artillery, from which point
he opened the demonstration by advancing to Heilbronn.
Even at this early stage the weakness of the enemy in
that quarter was quite apparent, and Ney, sure of an easy
victory, sent back to Mannheim for reinforcements.
But Miiller had already taken alarm, and instead of
granting Ney's request told him to resume his original
position at Steinsfurth. What the hell! grumbled the
hussar general, fuming his way back along the roads
that he had swept clear of the enemy. Yet that was not
all, for on reaching Steinsfurth he found Miiller had
withdrawn still farther, which meant that his own
meagre force was isolated. It was true that an Austrian
concentration behind the Black Forest had been reported,
but Miiller had not even waited to sight them.
Ney wrote him a snorting letter, mentioning that
owing to his lack of support he must take care, otherwise
the peasants would drive him out with pitchforks.
Then, as though to demonstrate how a soldier should
act in the face of adversity, he re-occupied Heilbronn,
and on September 8th was at Lauffen.
This, of course, was merely bravado, for when the
Austrian offensive developed the French retreated to
the left bank of the Rhine, with only Mannheim on the
opposite shore still floating the tricolour. The centre
of the new position was held by a weak force under
Roche, with Ney, also at the head of totally inadequate
numbers, supporting him on the thirty-mile front from
Worms to Speyer. It was a mere cobweb of resistance,
and the two generals knew that to show fight was the
utmost of their ability.
The need came on August i8th, when Mannheim fell
and Roche's centre was nearly broken. Ney, rushing
to his assistance, was slightly wounded, and to crown
matters Miiller, who was well in the background,
decided to issue orders. The result was total bewilder-
ment, but luckily the weather took a hand by turning to
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